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Flooding, Snow Pressure, and Snowmelt : What You Need to Know

Traditional sources of flooding, like coastal water and
riverine flooding caused by weather events, remain year-
round risks to homeowners all over the country. If you
don’t know whether you need flood insurance, talk to your
insurance agent about your property’s susceptibility to
flooding of any kind and the availability of flood insurance
for your area. Remember that most flood insurance
policies have a waiting period, so you may not be covered
immediately upon your purchase of a policy.

In areas where the temperatures drop in the winter, fallen
snow that lingers on homeowner properties can increase
insureds’ liability of the risk of water damage. As the snow
melts, the resulting water can damage even homes that
are not in designated flood zones. Especially if it’s sudden,
the thaw that follows large snowfall events can produce

a considerable amount of runoff in a short time. When
snowmelt begins before the ground has thawed, the frozen
ground will be unable to absorb all the extra water,and the
runoff will enter nearby bodies of water like lakes, streams,
and rivers, causing them to overflow.

Before your property gets hit by a winter storm, talk

to your insurance agent about what'’s covered in your
homeowners' policy,and, if applicable, your flood policy
with respect to pressure from snow buildup and water

damage caused by snowmelt. If your property is prone

to flooding, make sure to move important items and
documents from basement rooms, attics, or other areas
that are susceptible to water damage. Water damage from
snowmelt may take a little while to show itself; it could
melt and refreeze numerous times before it penetrates the
wall, ceiling, or foundation of your home.

Even though snow is a type of water,damage caused by
pressure from heavy snow is typically not covered by a
flood policy. Water damage caused by snowmelt may be.
When pressure from heavy snow causes property damage,
that damage may be covered by your homeowners’ policy.
Talk to your insurance agent to find out if your policy
covers that type of loss.

Most typical flood policies don't cover living expenses

if relocation is required after water damage. To find out
whether your policy does, talk to your insurance agent. If
your policy doesn't cover relocation after water damage
renders your home uninhabitable, you may be able to
request funds to use for relocation, but those funds will be
deducted from the total payment for your claim from your
insurance company. Ask your insurance agent for more
information about this option.
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